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Dear Disability Determination Service:

Ms. Hill comes in to the Detroit Office for a complete ophthalmologic examination. I last saw her in August 2015 although she did see Dr. Fifield in my office in 2018. She carries a diagnosis of glaucoma and she has had surgery for congenital cataracts. She claims that there is no interval change since she was last here in 2018. Currently, she is in college in her first year pursuing a degree of social work. She states that the glaucoma makes it difficult for her to see at a distance and to see small texts on screens. She does not drive a car. She states that she has to be extra careful walking downstairs so as to make sure that she is able to see where she is putting her feet properly. Currently, she uses brimonidine, Cosopt, and Xalatan drops. She has not used them for a few months.

On examination, the best corrected visual acuity is 20/40 on the right and hand motions only on the left. This is with a spectacle correction of +3.75 –2.00 x 034 on the right and +2.50 sphere on the left. The near acuity with an ADD at +3.25 measures 20/30 on the right and 20/800 on the left at 14 inches. The pupil on the right side is round and reactive. The pupil on the left side is large and poorly reactive. The muscle balance shows a left-sided exotropia. The muscle movements show a pendular nystagmus. Applanation pressures are 30 on the right and 27 on the left. The slit lamp examination shows clear media. There is a posterior chamber lens implant on the right side in good position. The left side does not have a lens. The fundus examination shows a cup-to-disc ratio of 0.4 on the right and a near-total cup to the nerve head on the left. There is significant pallor to the nerve head on the left as well. The eyelids are unremarkable.

Goldmann visual field testing utilizing a III4e stimulus without correction and with good reliability shows 43 degrees of horizontal field on the right and a very small visual field on the left at approximately 4 degrees.

Assessment:
1. Glaucoma.

2. Nystagmus.

3. Pseudophakia, right side.

4. Aphakia, left side.

Ms. Hill shows a stable examination since she was last examined here in 2018. Based upon these findings, she should be able to perform the visual tasks required in the work environment.
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With the use of the right eye, she can read small print, distinguish between small objects, and use a computer. However, her ability to avoid hazards in her environment is likely to be somewhat limited. As well, her prognosis is guarded. Her intraocular pressures are elevated today, but this is likely related to her not using her glaucoma medications.

Thank you for this consultation.

Sincerely yours,

_______________________________

Daniel S. Zuckerbrod, M.D., MPH
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